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John T. Miles, Jr., ARM, CFM

National Dam Safety Program

Federal Emergency Management Agency
800 North Loop 288

Denton, TX 76209

Submitted via FEMA GO

Reference: Request approval of 12-month extension to update the approved mitigation plan under
“Mitigation Plan Extraordinary Circumstances” in order for entities to receive funding under the
Rehabilitation of High Hazard Potential Dams Grant Program.

Dear Mr. Miles:

The School of Permaculture, as Applicant, in consultation and coordination with Johnson County, Texas
(the jurisdiction responsible for maintaining the FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan), requests
approval for the Mitigation Plan Extraordinary Circumstances extension as stated on page 58 of the
Rehabilitation of High Hazard Potential Dams (HHPD) Grant Program Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO).

With respect to the School of Permaculture, we have included the documentation requested on page 58
of the NOFO (6.c.) to request an extension to the approved local mitigation plan requirements (compliant
with 44 C.F.R. Part 201 and Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide (FEMA, April 2022) or subsequent
update or Tribal Mitigation Plan Review Guide (December 2017) for the jurisdiction where the dam is
located in order to receive HHPD funding. We understand, if our request is approved, that the following
currently approved local mitigation plans for the jurisdiction where the dam is located will need to be
updated to address all dam risks in accordance with requirements set forth in the Local Mitigation
Planning Policy Guide (FEMA, April 2022), which supersede the requirements set forth in the
Rehabilitation of High Hazard Potential Dams Grant Program Guidance (FEMA, June 2020) and the
FEMA Policy 104-008-7 within twelve (12) months from the date FEMA Grants Program Directorate
approves the SOW package in FEMA GO or FEMA may terminate the award.

Johnson County’s current FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed and approved prior
to the issuance of FEMA’s specific mitigation planning guidance applicable to the Rehabilitation of High
Hazard Potential Dams (HHPD) Grant Program. While the Plan identifies flooding hazards, including
dam failure risks, FEMA approval documentation confirming compliance with HHPD-specific
mitigation planning requirements has not yet been issued.

The County did not intentionally omit dam safety considerations; rather, the need for HHPD-specific
mitigation actions and documentation became apparent during preparation of the HHPD grant
application. Accordingly, Johnson County is requesting this extension to allow sufficient time to
incorporate all dam-related risk and mitigation provisions consistent with FEMA HHPD program
requirements.

Johnson County will amend its FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan to address dam safety and high
hazard potential dam risks as outlined in FEMA’s Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide Element G:
High Hazard Potential Dams.

Resources to be used include:






